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bosom of Wilson would never be assuaged until the
monarchy and military caste in Germany had been de-
stroyed. No longer did the President disclaim the intention
of the Allies to interfere in the internal affairs of the German
Empire. As the summer progressed he showed clearly
and definitely that he aimed at " the destruction of every
arbitrary power anywhere that can separately, secretly
and of its single choice, disturb the peace of the world ".*
Germany could not have peace until the German people
had complied with this demand and had substituted a
democratic form of government (preferably republican)
for the military imperialism of the Hohenzollerns. Thus
even the origins of the Weimar system, later anathema to
LudendorfE and his National-Socialist allies, may be num-
bered among the fruits of Brest-Litovsk,

The fatal results of the policy did not at once become
clear to the Supreme Command and the German Govern-
ment. As the fateful summer of 1918 waned to autumn
and the military fortunes of the Central Powers marched
steadily towards defeat, it was still considered possible to
conserve the spoils of war in the East, even if certain
concessions had to be made in the West. On September
12, at a moment when the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
then at its last gasp, was proposing a " confidential and
non-binding discussion " of peace terms by the belligerents,
the German Vice-Chancellor, Herr von Payer, forgetful
of Kiihlmann's former policy, was breathing defiance at
Stuttgart. In any consideration of peace terms, he said,
there could be no meddling with the agreements already
reached with Russia, the Ukraine, and Rumania. "In
the East we have peace, and it remains for us peace,

1 This statement was made in President Wilson's speech at Mount
Vernon on July 18, 1918, and later came to be regarded in the nature
of a supplement to the Fourteen Points. It was included as a conditio
sine qua non of an armistice in the Second and Third Wilson Notes
to Germany of October U and 23,1918.
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